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Bar Mitzva, 13 years of age: Invitation

My name appears on the invitation as Gary Steven Goldstein. |
asked my parents about the sudden appearance of the middle name.
There was no response. It had no significance. It never appeared or was
mentioned again. It had never appeared on any official documentation.
It could well be that it had no significance. Yet the laconic explanation,
the fact that there was no precedent or post-script was not unusual in my
relationship with my parents.

When | was 32 or 33 and living in Jerusalem, | met a distant relative,
someone whom | met once 22 years previously at my brother’s Bar
Mitzvah. He suddenly reappeared in my life when he was in Israel to
promote a book that he had written chronicling his experiences as a boy
in Poland and Germany during and after the war.

He describes my parents meeting after the war, their wedding and
one other previously unknown fact. My father had been married before
the war. He had a wife and a daughter who were murdered in Auschwitz.

Shortly after that meeting, | visited my parents in the U.S.A. | read
them the excerpt in the book referring to my father’s previous relationship.
They were silent. My mother turned red. | asked if it was true. They said
yes. | asked my father how old the little girl was. He said four years old.
What was her name? Mary. Whom did she look like? Dina, my younger
daughter. That was the only time that we spoke about the subject.

Gary Goldstein
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